124                Blackmore s supposed Lines.         [A.r>.
his own reflection, softened him, for he received me very complacently; so that I unexpectedly found myself at ease, and joined in the conversation.
He said, the criticks had done too much honour to Sir Richard Blackmore, by writing so much against him \ That in his Creation he had been helped by various wits, a. line by Philips and a line by Tickell; so that by their aid, and that of others, the poem had been made out2.
I defended Blackmore's supposed lines, which have been ridiculed as absolute nonsense :—
'A painted vest Prince Voltiger had on, Which from a naked Pict his grandsire won8.'
1 Johnson says of Blackmore (Works, viii. 36) that' he is one of those men whose lot it has been to be much oftener mentioned by enemies than by friends.'
4 This account Johnson says he had from an eminent boolcscller, who had it from Ambrose Philips the poet. ' The relation of IPliilipS/ he adds,' I suppose was true; but when all reasonable, all credible allowance is made for this friendly revision, the author will still retain an ample dividend of praise. . . . Correction seldom effects more than the suppression of faults: a happy line, or a single elegance, may perhaps be added, but of a large'work the general character must always remain.' Works, viii. 41.
3 An acute correspondent of the European Magazine, April, 1792, has completely exposed a mistake which has been unaccountably frequent in ascribing these lines to Blackmore, notwithstanding tin at Sir Richard Steele, in that very popular work, The Spectator, mentions them as written by the Authour of The British Princes, the Honourable Edward Howard.   The correspondent above mentioned, shews this mistake to be so inveterate, that not only / defended the  lines as Blackmore's, in the presence of Dr. Johnson, without any contradiction or doubt of their authenticity, but that the Reverend Mr. "Whita-ker has asserted in print, that he understands they were suppressed in the late edition or editions of Blackmore.   ' After all, (says to,is intelligent writer,) it is not unworthy of particular observation, that these lines so often quoted do not exist either in Blackmore or Howard.'  In The British Princes, 8vo. 1669, now before me, p. 96, they stand, thus :— 'A vest as admired Voltiger had on, Which, from this Island's foes, his grandsire won, Whose artful colour pass'd the Tyrian dye, Oblig'd to triumph in this legacy.'
I maintainedfection for him whic'h tlu-y ;»11 f.vl .»»•*! 1.1... s for his memory.'   Taylwr's AVjv/M/r. ii. 457,4^M».=
